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Local teen killed in hit-and-run

Bergwall babies

Community member Patricia Riddle said Bell was sweet-mannered, popular and always polite.
The babies are back. Page 3
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its effect on the community. Page 4
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Marion community mourns
Cassidy Grom & Becca Robb
News Co-Editors

Last night at 8:30 p.m., Marion residents gathered in Matter Park to
mourn the loss of 16-year-old Reamey
Bell. Her cousin, stepmother, and other family members lit tall red candles
and walked toward the gathering of
friends and family.
The teen was killed early Thursday
morning in a hit-and-run accident on
S. Miller Avenue.
“She was happy, bright and always
goofy, kind of like she always shone,”

Muselman
House to be
renovated
Renovations will cost
around $225,000

said Savannah Worm, Bell’s cousin.
Patricia Riddle leaned against her
car in the lot outside of the park. Riddle had driven her 16-year-old daughter, who was friends with Bell, to the
vigil and now she looked on at the assembling crowd of twinkling candles.
It was a hard day. Bell was the third
close friend Riddle’s daughter had lost
tragically.
Riddle remembered Bell as the little
girl who grew up down the street and
would ride her bike to Riddle’s house.
She said Bell was sweet-mannered,
popular and always polite.
Bell was spending the night at her
friend’s house and was outside the
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The Marion Police Department has
arrested 20-year-old Pedro G. Garcia, of Marion, in connection with the
accident. Garcia admitted to being
the owner of a black Pontiac fitting
the eyewitness description, to being
in the S. Miller area and to “hitting
something” that morning, according
to the Chronicle-Tribune. He is being charged with leaving the scene
of a fatal accident, which is a level 5
felony. Other charges may be forthcoming and the investigation is still
in progress.
Bell lived in Sweetser and was a student at The Crossing in Marion.
echo@taylor.edu

Cassidy Grom
News Co-Editor

The Board of Trustees approved an
approximate budget of $225,000 to
renovate the Muselman house, according to Ron Sutherland, vice president of finance.
Before President-Elect Lowell Haines
and his wife Sherry Haines move in,
there will be substantial changes to
the interior of the president’s house.
Renovation continues on page 2
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house around 5 a.m. on Thursday. A
witness was driving on S. Miller Avenue at the time and said she saw Bell
run behind a black Pontiac. The car
suddenly backed out of a driveway, hitting Bell and pinning her against the
side of the witness’s car. After hitting
her, the Pontiac quickly left the area,
said Fox 59.
The Chronicle-Tribune said police
found Bell lying unresponsive on the
roadway and pronounced her dead
soon after they arrived. Her friends
said they didn’t know why Bell left the
house as they were sleeping until the
incident occurred, according to the
Chronicle-Tribune.

Photograph by Mindy Wildman

Renovations include painting, updating the bathroom,
replacing the furniture and installing new carpet.

Photograph by Mindy Wildman

Inner-city scholars earn leadership scholarships
Act Six program to prepare
students to benefit
their communities
Annabelle Blair
Staff Writer

Fourteen scholars from inner-city
Chicago and Indianapolis will join
the Taylor community this fall as part
of Act Six, a program with a mission
to prepare students to be leaders on
campus and in their communities.
Through Act Six, students will receive full ride scholarships as well as
leadership training for all four years
at Taylor. They currently attend weekly cadre meetings in their home cities
(similar to Taylor’s MAHE cohorts);
study topics include culture, race, privilege,identity and leadership development. Felicia Case, adjunct faculty of
higher education and director of intercultural programs, said the education
is comparable to some of Taylor’s upper division interarea classes.
All scholars either live or network
within an inner city and are committed to long-term leadership roles in
these areas after graduation, as well
as during breaks and summers while

enrolled at Taylor. According to the
Act Six website, 91 percent of scholarship recipients since 2004 are first
generation college students or from
low-income homes across the Pacific
Northwest and Midwest. The website
said “two-thirds have returned to live
and serve in their home communities.”

“I’ve been here for 27 years, and
this is what I’ve been most excited
about during my time at Taylor.”
Steve Mortland, vice president for
enrollment management and marketing, has been trying to bring Act Six
scholars to Taylor since he heard about
the program eight years ago. This year,
logistical needs within partner organizations and universities fell into
place, allowing several Taylor alumni
who work for Act Six to contribute to
the extensive application and selection process.
Mortland is impressed with the high
retention rate of Act Six scholars and
their history in cities with similar programs. The program began on the west
coast and has expanded partnership
to Shepherd Community Center and

Pursue Scholars, organizations in Indianapolis and Chicago that collaborate
with Taylor, providing funding and
narrowing scholarship candidates.
“We’re really partnering with Indianapolis and Chicago to see their neighborhoods changed,” said Mortland.
The Act Six scholars represent an expansion of Taylor’s “kingdom-minded”
mission, according to Mortland, which
will broaden the perspectives of both
students and faculty.
Although Taylor’s rural location has
been a challenge to administration’s
goal of engaging with inner city communities, Mortland sees this program
as a step in the right direction. “This
is a stake-in-the-ground moment that
says, ‘we are going to change us,’” he
said. “What’s changed Taylor more
than anything else hasn’t been administration or faculty, but a change
in students.”
James Tluang, a senior in high school,
is one of the recipients. An Indianapolis
resident and member of the Burmese
American Community Institute, Tluang
said his goal is to be in a chapel band.
He also wants to grow in the Christian
environment Taylor fosters.
“I want to tell (students) more about

my culture,” he said. “If I can, I want to
bring a lot of Burmese students over to
Taylor. The food we eat is different—
and the clothes that we wear . . . .If they
are willing, I want to bring (students)
to my community and show them, this
is how we think.”
Sophomore Chin Ai Oh hosted one
of the Act Six scholars (who has since
been accepted) when the student visited campus as an applicant. Oh remembered introducing the student to the
girls in her dorm and seeing her spend
hours tutoring math to a new transfer student.
Oh said the scholar wanted to be
a math teacher and was very excited about her dreams. “Based on that
one student I hosted,” said Oh, “I know
she’s going to go out and do what she
says she wants to do.”
The Act Six program incorporates
a demographic of students within the
U.S. who may influence Taylor’s education quality and create a student
body team willing to challenge the current environment.
“These students will give us a deeper, broader picture of America—and
that can only help,” Case said.
echo@taylor.edu
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“So many people today feel as though Wall Street
is out to get the average investor. I would argue
that there are so many people on Wall Street who
are doing whatever they can to truly make people’s
lives better.”
TU business visits NYC
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Business students visit NYC
Taylor business and
finance students visit New
York Stock Exchange
Brecken Mumford
Contributor

Business professor Scott Adams and
seven business and finance students
recently made a trip to New York
City for Quinnipiac University’s annual Global Asset Management Education (Q G.A.M.E.) Forum. They
had the once-in-a-lifetime opportunity to tour the New York Stock Exchange (NYSE).
At the Q G.A.M.E. Forum, students
from around the world listened to keynote speakers, participated in breakout sessions and met with business
professionals from the finance world.
“It’s 99 percent designed for students, so some of it was career advice
and (explaining) certain areas of finance—what’s investment banking,
what’s private equity—and then some

of it (was) just sessions about where
this guy thinks the economy’s going
or what are some stocks you should
look at,” Adams said. “It’s kind of a
mix of everything like that.”
Taylor students such as senior Sam
Hill were able to connect with successful professionals and gain insight
into the business world—from the
president of the Federal Reserve Bank
of Chicago to the chief global investment strategist for Charles Schwab.
“The fact that we would be able to
hear and learn from so many industry professionals (who) have been in
this industry for so long truly excited
us all for this trip,” Hill said.
In addition to the conference, Adams and the Taylor students toured
the New York Stock Exchange floor.
Adams said a Taylor alumnus was at
a charity auction and bid on a visit for
five to the New York Stock Exchange.
He won and contacted Adams about
the opportunity for bringing a few students. Due to alumni connections with

the firm hosting the auction, Adams
was able to include the seven students
already going to Q G.A.M.E.
The NYSE is closed to public tours,
making this the opportunity of a lifetime. Students went through background checks and security before
and at the NYSE tour.
“They (asked) for your ID and then
(took) a picture of you. The picture
(was) put on a paper badge that you
(would) wear throughout the tour,”
senior DJ Lindquist said. “You better
believe I kept that badge; that is how
cool it was for me.”
Adams, the students and alumni toured the two-level facility on
March 29. They were able to observe
the floor from above, the in-house
CNBC studio and onto the floor itself.
The NYSE is mainly computer-operated, but students were able to talk
with people and take pictures while
they toured.
“It was surprisingly . . . casual and
friendly,” Adams said. “So they talked

to whomever they wanted.”
The tour included a lesson on the
history of the NYSE and its transition
to computerization. It also changed
students’ perspectives on the Exchange and how it operates.
Senior Sam Schuette recently said
in an interview with The Chronicle-Tribune, “Some of the stigmas
associated with Wall Street are that
it’s hectic, but it’s actually a very calm
and quiet environment.”
Students were also challenged to
break down their stereotypes of those
who worked on Wall Street.
“So many people today feel as
though Wall Street is out to get the
average investor,” Hill said. “I would
argue that there are so many people
on Wall Street who are doing whatever they can to truly make people’s
lives better.”
The Taylor students and Adams
brought their stories from the Q
G.A.M.E. Forum, New York City and
the NYSE tour to their peers back

The group toured the New York Stock Exchange, compliments of a Taylor alumnus who won a visit on a charity auction.
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Taylor University Online is increasing its tuition for online courses from
$350 to $400 per hour.
Both types of online courses—summer and guest courses—are increasing
tuition, effective June 1. Guest courses
are self-guided courses that anyone, including high schoolers, may enroll in.
This is the first time Taylor will increase its online tuition in four years,
according to Carrie Meyer, director of
online learning & instructional technology. During those four years, tuition
for traditional courses increased approximately 10.8 percent and, in June,
online tuition will increase a comparable 12.5 percent.
“We increase tuition to kind of
stay in line with Taylor’s traditional courses,” Meyer said. “Additionally, our competition have also
increased theirs.”
In comparison, Indiana Wesleyan’s
summer online courses are $345 per

hour, Grace College and Seminary’s
general online courses are $446 and
Goshen College’s summer online
courses are $445, according to each
of their websites.
With about 30 total sections to
choose from, most courses are open
from May 24 to Aug. 19. Students
may enroll in online summer classes through the myTaylor portal and
must have consistent internet access
throughout their enrollment in order
to participate in online discussion
boards, watch videos and submit assignments to professors.
“The classes that we try to offer are
the ones that we know are hard for students to get into,” said Online Program
Assistant Noelle Brennan. “We’re just
trying to fill that gap and help students
to graduate on time.”
Junior Grace Bolinger said she needs
to take an online course this summer
in order to graduate.
“We gotta do what we gotta do,”
Bolinger said.
echo@taylor.edu
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Kasey Leander

Student Body President

For years, I got a sinking feeling in the
pit of my stomach when I heard the
word “serving.” Yes, I felt spiritually
obligated to “serve others,” and occasionally I followed through. But I
subconsciously associated the word
“serving” with other words. Words
like “drudgery” and “boring.”
And so, with that narcissistic attitude in the background, I decided to
attend Taylor, where you can’t go five
minutes without hearing our mission
statement: “Servant leaders marked
with a passion to minister Christ’s redemptive love and truth to a world
in need.” I’m pretty sure that was
scrawled across Broho bridge when I
drove into campus for the first time.
Slowly, almost begrudgingly, I’ve
started to realize something during my
time at Taylor. Serving others is not a
recipe for drudgery—it is a recipe for
immense joy.
As I get closer to graduating, I’ve
been thinking a lot about the Taylor
Towel. The University has made it a
point of honor and tradition that the

servant’s towel is the one thing (besides a diploma) we get as we leave
here. I’m proud to go to a school which
places explicit value on the joy found
in serving others. Kevin Diller, associate professor of philosophy and religion, said, “If we are going to be an
intentional community, let us be intentionally a community that is symbolized by a servant’s towel, one where
we open ourselves up to the ministry
of Christ.”
Taylor staff and faculty don’t just
teach the concepts behind the towel—they live it out.
This year, as student body president,
I was able to take a behind-the-scenes
look at Taylor. The more I see, the more
grateful I am to those who have made
this idea of servant leadership vivid
and tangible in their lives and work.
On behalf of the student body, I want
to say thank you to those who model how to follow Christ authentically. I, along with other Taylor students,
look forward to continuing the legacy of Christians committed to servant
leadership and caught up in the joy
that comes from putting others first.
echo@taylor.edu

at Taylor.
“The Taylor University Business
Department emphasizes the opportunities that students have to
get out of Upland and experience
the greater business opportunities
around the world,” Hill said. “We
were able to learn about our areas
of study in NYC among many (professionals) who do not share our
Christian worldviews.”
TU Business provides students with
possibilities to experience real-world
financing by managing $2.3 million of
the University’s endowment and giving them the opportunity to prep and
take the Series 7 Brokerage Licensing
and CPA exam.
“I have been really pleased with the
Taylor business department, which
I believe is what most companies
who hire Taylor grads are saying as
well,” Lindquist said. “So this trip
just continues Taylor’s good reputation in business.”
echo@taylor.edu
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Renovation continued from page 1

Additionally, the white garage across
the driveway from the house may be
transformed into an art studio.
Sutherland said student tuition and
fees will not be impacted by the renovation expenses. Instead, administration
received donations and is seeking additional donors to cover much of the cost.
“The university always incurs such
expenses when a change in administration occurs and it seeks to cover those
changes, as much as possible, outside
the budget process,” Sutherland said.
Administration may still add projects to the list and Sutherland said
they are considering painting the interior of the house, renovating the
bathroom, replacing the furniture and
installing new carpet.The carpet has
not been changed in over a decade.
The garage, which used to function
as Jay Kesler’s carpentry shop, may
become an art studio where Sherry
Haines can invite the community to
engage in artistic projects.
Some students expressed concern
that the $225,000 could be spent differently, but junior Kathyrn Kroeker said,
“If they are doing it, they probably have
a good reason.”
The latest major renovation to occur to the Muselman house was the
addition of the Great Room during
Gene Habecker’s tenure. Sutherland
estimates that over 10,000 people visit the house and the great room each
year for multiple purposes.
“The Muselman family, after the tragic death of their parents, wanted to give
a designated gift to add onto the president’s house—the space now called the
great room,” said Marylou Habecker.
The Habeckers regularly host gatherings for prayer, singing, pick-a-dates,
movie nights, sports celebrations and
conferences for students. And for the larger community, staff dinners, thank-you
breakfasts, Christmas open houses and gift
wrapping parties for churches and clubs.
echo@taylor.edu
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“We consider our years in the hall some
of the best years of our lives.”
Bergwall babies
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Airstrikes demolish hospital
Russia denies
responsibility for attack

Kaitie Christenberry
World and National Editor

More than 60 people died in less
than 24 hours in a wave of airstrikes Wednesday night across
Aleppo, Syria. The attackers targeted a group of buildings, which
included a hospital supported by
Doctors Without Borders and the
International Committee for the
Red Cross (ICRC). The attack killed
six Doctors Without Borders staff,
totalling 27 murdered in that explosion. Among those who died
were one of the last pediatricians
in the area and a dentist. No one

has come forward to claim responsibility for the attack.
Syria’s Civil Defense rescue service,
also known as the White Helmets,
said that a “hospital and adjacent
buildings were struck in four consecutive airstrikes,” according to
Global News. They also reported
that among the victims in that area,
three were children, although it is
unclear whether they were patients
at the hospital.
The hospital housed an intensive care unit, an obstetric unit,
operating room, an outpatient
and inpatient treatment center and an emergency room. The
building was also a referral center
for pediatrics.
With tumultuous rel ations

between Syria and Russia, it was
believed that Russia was behind
the strikes, though Russian Maj.
General Igor Konashenkov denied the claim by Syrian opposition. Konashenkov stated that
no Russian aircrafts had flown in
that region for several days. Others believe that the Assad regime
was behind the airstrike, as this is
consistent with their previous targeted attacks on hospitals.
The White Helmet’s volunteers
worked Thursday evening to extract
bodies from the debris after another
strike killed 20 more people.
Marianne Gasser, head of the Syrian ICRC mission, pleaded, “spare
the civilians.”
echo@taylor.edu

Bathroom bill
Transgender restroom
law proposed

The General Assembly of North
Carolina passed House Bill 2 on
Wednesday, which will, according
to the bill, “prohibit public agencies from providing accommodations for a sex other than the
person’s biological sex.” This applies to single occupancy or multiple occupancy changing rooms,
restrooms or locker rooms.
In simpler terms, this bill aims
to keep community of the transgender or gender-nonconforming
people from entering public facilities that are intended for the sex
not matching the sex listed on their
birth certificate.
It also removes the ability of
lower administrative bodies in
North Carolina from passing legislation that would grant civil liberties protections, namely public

accommodation rights, to transgender and gender-nonconforming people. This clause was added
in order to hasten the law’s enforceability throughout the state
of North Carolina.
This bill was drafted due to an
anti-discrimination ordinance in
Charlotte, North Carolina, which
extended public accommodation
rights to transgender individuals
in Charlotte, according to a New
York Times article. The bill was
approved in its final form during
an abbreviated Short Session on
March 23.
The introduction and serious consideration of this bill drew thousands
of supporters and detractors to the
North Carolina Statehouse in a bid
to influence change in the minds of
state legislators.
Protesters abandoned hope when
54 were arrested for refusing to leave
after the building closed. The governor signed the bill into law late
Wednesday night.
This North Carolina law is not

the first of its kind. During the Indiana General Assembly’s last session, State Senator James Tomes
authored a bill that would have
made it a Class A felony for a biological male to knowingly use a
single-sex public facility designated for use by women.
In Indiana, the recent series of
legislation surrounding the expansion of LGBT rights ended in a draw,
with both parties remarking that
there was not sufficient support for
the passage of any of the civil rights
bills in the Indiana State Senate.
This marks a tipping point in gender identity relations in the United
States as whole.
The transgender community and
its allies will continue to fight for
what they perceive as constitutionally granted human rights,
while the socially conservative
faction will continue to propose
these new changes to civil rights
are both unnecessary and harmful to society.
echo@taylor.edu

on the Marion Chronicle Tribune on
Mother’s Day.
“(Miles’s birth) has become one of
our favorite stories to tell because it
ended well, and there was so much
evidence that night that made us realize what a provider the Lord truly
is,” Jacob said.
The Drakes, who now live in Georgia, look back fondly on their time
in Bergwall.
“We consider our years in the hall
some of the best years of our lives. We
love our home now, but we actually
do miss the late nights with students,
the non-stop interruptions and the
way our students became a part of
our family,” Whitney said.
For the Bryans, dorms were the norm
in their early married life. They previously lived in Wengatz, where Isaac was the
assistant hall director when their first
son, Benjamin, who will be 4 in May, was
born. Later, they lived Campbell where
Isaac served as a hall director.
Shortly after they finished MAHE,
they moved from Campbell to

Bergwall where Isaac accepted the
hall director position.
“I was just excited to have a
three-bedroom apartment and a back
deck,” Emily said.
Their son, Wes, who is now 11
months, was born on May 11, 2015,
while they lived in Bergwall.
Their first son, Benjamin, slept in
the Bryan’s hall closet in Wengatz
and then their bathroom in Campbell, due to those apartments only
having one bedroom.
When reflecting on their time in
the dorms, Emily and Isaac mentioned the value of co-existing with
the students.
“We both had significant roots at
Taylor and believed strongly in the
mission of its student development
program,” Emily said.
Rounding off the Bergwall hall directors is Kate Austin, who lives in
Bergwall with her husband Steve, director of student programs.
Their daughter Jace was born on
December 31, 2015. Her arrival was
welcomed with love and affection
from Taylor students.
“( Jace) has been held, cooed and
prayed for by so many,” Kate said.
“I look forward to when she will be
able to more understand the beautiful

community she was born into.”
Kate emphasized her appreciation
for Taylor’s community life, especially while in the residential dorms. She
mentioned the rewarding aspect of the
practical, transformative work that hall
directors aim to do in students’ lives.
“Though we do not separate our
homes by yards or faces, we make
up a funny neighborhood with every neighbor you can imagine,” Kate
said. “They see us doing our everyday
lives—from bringing back groceries
to taking care of Jace together. Sure,
there are quirky parts of where we
live, but we truly enjoy our Bergwall
neighbors, and it’s a wonderful season
for our family.”
All four families expressed genuine
love and appreciation for residence
life within Taylor’s community. The
successive pattern of newborns only
brought more joy to the equation.
When asked about the coincidences of the past three Bergwall directors
having babies while in the position,
Whitney Drake said, “We are sure,
though, that every Bergwall hall director from now on who is expecting
will hear jokes about delivering the
baby in the lobby. Things become a
tradition so easily at Taylor.”
echo@taylor.edu

Joseph Johns
Staff Writer

Photograph provided by Flickr user Bart Everson

North Carolina passed legislation countering the bathroom rights bill.

Bergwall babies
The babies behind
the lasting legacy

Brianna Kudisch
Staff Writer

For one baby to be born while a parent is a hall director in Bergwall is
interesting. For it to happen twice is
coincidental. For it to happen four
times is downright noteworthy.
That’s exactly what happened to
the Mowerys, the Drakes, the Bryans
and most recently, the Austins.
Julie and Erick Mowery moved into
Bergwall when Erick took the hall director position in 1991, straight out
of graduate school. Born on April 18,
1993, their daughter, Eliza, grew up
surrounded by college students.
“The day we brought her home from
the hospital, (Bergwall students) had
put signs in the windows welcoming her
home. The students loved her,” Julie said.
The Mowery’s remembered placing
Eliza in a Johnny Jump Up, a seat that
hangs on a door frame and allows the

child to bounce up and down. From
there, she watched countless college
students pass before her eyes.
Looking back on the experience of
married life in a dorm with a newborn, Julie said, “We had to learn to
set boundaries and healthy expectations. (We also) loved the community
we had with the other hall directors
and people in student development.”
The next set of new parents was
Whitney and Jacob Drake, whose
son, Miles, was born under unusual
circumstances.
On April 23, 2011, Whitney woke up
in the early hours of the morning with
a sharp, constant pain. She immediately knew the baby was coming. With the
help of Jacob and her close friend Susan Smartt she gave birth to Miles on
the welcome mat of their apartment.
Although Miles’s birth involved
complications, Smartt gave him
mouth-to-mouth and he was fine.
He was even named the “True Son of
Taylor” by a Board of Trustees resolution and received front page coverage

Photograph provided by Emily Bryan

Bergwall baby, Wes Bryan, was born to Emily and Isaac on May 11, 2015.

Photograph provided by Flickr user Dave_S.

Syria suffers devastating loss of hospital.

Photograph provided by Whitney Drake

Miles Drake, who was born in the lobby, is a true Bergwall baby.

Photograph provided by Bekah Moser

Steve and Kate Austin welcomed Jace into the
Bergwall community in December.
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Taylor after the accident
Katherine Yeager
Contributor

Swipe. Smile. Find a seat. The mealtime ritual at Hodson Dining Commons (DC) is ingrained in students’
minds. But on April 26, 2006, daily life came to a halt, and the Taylor community gathered together
to grieve.
The former lead server of the
Homestyle line in the DC, Monica
Felver, was a Hartford City native
and a victim of the 2006 van accident that killed Felver and four
students: Elizabeth (Betsy) Smith,
Brad Larson, Laurel Erb and Laura Van Ryn. As the 10-year anniversary of the accident was April 26,
former students and current faculty and staff reflect on their memories of Felver and others involved by
the tragedy.
The van, carrying Dining Services
employees, was on its way back
from setting up a catered event at
Taylor’s former Fort Wayne campus. The event was in celebration
of the inauguration of current president Eugene Habecker. When the
Taylor community learned that
a semitrailer rig struck the van,
the campus grieved for the loss of
classmates, colleagues, roommates
and employees.
The five students killed participated in all areas of campus. Smith
volunteered at ReaLife. Larson enjoyed writing about his experiences at Taylor and which were later
published in a book posthumously. Van Ryn did graphic design work
for University Press. Some had nicknames. Three were seniors, awaiting graduation.

Photograph by Shannon Smagala

The Taylor community gathers at the Memorial Prayer Chapel for a special service to remember the victims of the van accident on Tuesday.

Much has changed since that day,
but bruises on the hearts of the Taylor
community are still tender.
Penny Mitchener, office manager in
dining services, remembers going to
the hospital on the night of the accident. Upon arrival, Mitchener recall

seeing 25 to 30 students already there
to visit friends and classmates involved in the accident.
The community organized a
prayer vigil.
“The chapel filled up,” Mitchener said. “People were literally laying

Photograph by Shannon Smagala

on the stage praying. When you have
four or five classmates in an accident,
it is life changing.”
The Dining Services team faced
a difficult weekend, grieving lost
co-workers while short on employees. Yet, food still had to be served.
Kathy Thornburgh, Director of
Catering, remembers a gloom settling over campus for several days
following the accident. At the time,
Thornburgh worked in the Admissions office. She remembers watching students process the loss of
their classmates.
“You always feel that close connection when you have a small community like this,” Thornburgh said.
“You would see people in small
groups praying. You would see
groups together rather than separate people walking across campus.
There were a lot of prayer vigils at
the chapel and a lot of concern with
the surviving students.”
One student who worked in Admissions was an EMT at the accident scene, Thornburgh recalls. It
was his first run in response to his
own peers.
Jim Garringer, director of media relations at Taylor, remembers conversations with Erb as she served meals
during various events.
“She was an artist, and she loved

photography, and I loved photography,” Garringer said. “That compounded the pain and loss felt
in the weeks and months after
the accident.”
Garringer heard a story, prior
to meeting Erb, of a homecoming
guest who was angry about the
food he was served from Dining
Services and proceeded to make
a scene. From that point on, Garringer made it a priority to show
friendliness and appreciation to
Dining Services workers. The next
time Garringer attended a banquet catered by dining services,
Erb served his table.
“They’re not just some faceless,
nameless entity to me,” Garringer
said. “It was impossible for someone
to have not known someone in the
van that night.”
Instead of seeing a black uniform,
Garringer sees a face, a person with a
story, a person like Laurel Erb.
The van accident reminded the Taylor community of the people behind
the black uniforms. The 10-year anniversary is a reminder of the stories of
all of those involved in the accident
and how the lives of five members of
the Taylor community impacted the
school forever.
echo@taylor.edu

It was with heavy hearts that members of the Taylor community revisited the memory of the prayer chapel.

GRADUATE COUNSELING
INFO SESSION
Come grab a study break and enjoy a free
cup of coffee at the Bridge Cafe on
May 4th from 5-7 p.m. and learn more about
the MA in Counseling program at HU!

Photograph by Shannon Smagala

The Winquists celebrate the lives of beloved students and faculty involved in the April 26, 2006 accident.

May 4th
5 - 7 p.m.

Please contact
graduate@
huntington.edu
or (260) 359-4111
with any
questions!

The hallmarks of our program are PERSONAL TRANSFORMATION,
PROFESSIONAL COMPETENCE, and POWERFUL IMPACT. Throughout
the program, you will learn:
• How scriptural foundations, neuroscience findings, and
research principles underlie growth and healing
• How to use diagnostic techniques to identify the deeper
character issues driving psychological struggles
Individual
• How to apply the principles of grace and truth to resolve
Visits Available!
emotional behavioral concerns
If you are unable to join us,
• How personal and spiritual transformation powerfully impacts
we would be happy to schedule a
personalized visit at a more convenient time.
your work with clients.

“We are never, ever, ever, getting back together!”
Or better yet, “I knew you were trouble when
you walked in.”
Alleviating the awkwardness
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Grandma Gracie
Showing your grandparents
a good time
Gracie Fairfax
Features Editor

The parking lots are packed and the
campus age demographic finally has
greater diversity. Grandparents Day
is arguably the best day of the year,
giving you a glimpse into what your
classmates will look like at your 50year reunion. Although age is just a
number, a lot has changed since your
grandparents were in college, and I’m
here to give you some suggestions on
what to do with your elderly extras on
Grandparents Day in the bustling metropolis of Upland.

1) Ride Taylor taxis down Devil’s
backbone
Despite what you may think, bicycles did exist back in the day. Your
grandparents will love the nostalgia it brings them as they ride those
gleaming beauties around campus.
Go for a nice leisurely ride and then
surprise them with the backbone.
But watch out, you might have trouble keeping up. Even older people love
a good adrenaline rush. Just promise
me you won’t give grandma or grandpa a broken taxi.
2) Make them a scavenger hunt
This could include clues that lead

them to your favorite teeth brushing
sink in the community bathroom or
the formerly icy spot where you face
planted in the bleak mid-winter.
Grandparents love being invested in
both the big and small moments of
your life. While pointing out the first
desk you ever sat in at Taylor may
seem boring to you, your grandparents are older and wiser and know
that seat deserves a golden plaque
with your name on it.

3) Double date with them on a
pick-a-date
If there’s one thing grandparents
can totally relate to, it’s young love.
Your grandpa remembers the days
well when he and your grandma
put two straws in a milkshake and
locked eyes. They remember the
good dates and the bad dates. So,
go ahead. Ask your grandparents
to double date on your pick-a-date.
You’d be surprised how well they fit
in. You’ll quickly realize how awkward you and your date are as you
look on to the perfectly comfortable
couple of 50 years.
4) Ask your art major friend to
paint a portrait of you and your
grand-folks
While it may seem like everyone is
having personal photo shoots every
weekend, not everyone has a painting
of them and their grandparents. Your
grandparents will love the nostalgia

of paint on canvas. Buy matching
outfits and get ready to be painted. If
you’re feeling as though it didn’t really happen because it isn’t uploaded to
the Facebook or the Instagram, take
a photo of the painting and upload it
to out-hipster your friends.

5) Let them tell you all the people
they think you should date
Grandparents love to play matchmaker and relive their youth vicariously through you. When we see a
nice-looking young person, we can’t
let that discovery go to waste. We
must set our grandchildren up with
them, even if you think you have
nothing in common. If you want to
make your grandparent’s day, include
the person they think you should date
in a conversation.
6) Take them to all the Upland hot
spots
Ivanhoe’s and the Bridge are go-to
spots to bring visitors, and your grandparents shouldn’t miss out. If you’re
feeling really crazy and frugal, take
them on a Polar Pop run! But let’s be
real—a visit is not complete without
climbing the water tower or exploring
the Taylor tunnels, Indiana Jones style.
If none of those are their forte, take
them to Upland Tire for an oil change.

is almost easy. If you’re tired of your
surface-level relationship with your
grand-folks, dive into Taylor Lake.
Maybe even grab a paddle and a canoe while you’re at it. It’s not every day
you get to bond with your grandparents in a lake where you might make
a few leechy friends. Family bonding
at its finest.

7) Take your grandparents for a
swim in Taylor Lake
It’s almost summer and the living

So go ahead and show your
grandparents the wild side of campus life. They’ll be sure to go home

Photograph by Shannon Smagala

Grandparents Day advice from your favorite campus grandma.

and tell all their friends about the
time they helped you find your
future husband or got their oil
changed in a hip and trendy college town.

echo@taylor.edu

Alleviating the awkwardness
Navigating bro/sis breakups
Braden Ochs
Contributor

Change is in the air. Room draw,
scheduling and residence staff training are all upon us. Change can be a
little uncomfortable, but one change
that always gets awkward is bro/sis
floor break-ups. Here is a step-bystep process to help you navigate
the tricky waters of these awkward transitions.

Step 1: Wonder whether your bro/
sis floor is worthy for next year
If they stop talking to you or stop
going to bro/sis events, it may be
time to find a new sibling floor. If
they make fun of your cool cabbage
open house, you don’t need that negativity in your life. Sometimes they
just can’t understand how cool you
actually are. Come on, cabbages are
pretty beast.
Step 2: Tell them about the breakup
This is always the hardest part,
but here is the best way to go about
this: PAs should gather a group to
go over to the bro/sis floor during
open house. Then about 30 minutes
in, one of the PAs should quickly tell

the other PA that they are breaking
up with them. Then the PA should
gather his/her group and run out of
that building. A quick escape will
avoid the awkward situation pretty well.
Another way to go about this is to
go to the bro/sis floor and start singing Taylor Swift songs. “We are never,
ever, ever, getting back together!” Or
better yet, “I knew you were trouble
when you walked in.”

them see you or talk to you. Plan out
safe zones around campus where
you can escape from these awkward
situations.
However, if you consider yourself pretty brave, then face your estranged brother/sister! It may be the
beginning of a new friendship.

Step 5: Plan more bro/sis events for
next year
Maybe it didn’t work out because
neither of you planned many events
with your bro/sis floors. Plan cooler events for your new bro/sis floor
such as Taco Bell dates, chess tournaments, movie nights (aka Hot
Rod), minor league baseball games
or even just casual ping-pong

Step 3: Find a new bro/sis floor
This is a critical step because
you don’t want to be single for the
next year. Try hanging up “Lost
Floor” signs around campus and
write down a contact number. You
can also invent “Taylor Tinder” so
that you can find the perfect bro/
sis floor.
If you’re desperate, you can go
around to each dorm and sing songs
proclaiming your love for them.
Maybe then you can find the perfect one.
Step 4: Avoid awkward tension between you and your previous bro/
sis floor
This can be done by avoiding them
completely. If you see someone from
the floor on the sidewalk, don’t let

matches during open house. If this
year’s bro/sis floor didn’t work out,
hope and plan that next year’s will
work out better!
echo@taylor.edu

#TaylorU’s

TOP
TWEETS
Tobi Ballantine @
 tobiballantine
I’m really excited to graduate so
I that I no longer have to worry
about what to call the newest
building on campus #tayloru

Hannah Bostick @
 h_bosnick
The toilets in the library flush so
aggressively #tayloru

Photograph by Christine East

Bro/sis PAs DTR while walking The Loop.

Echograms #TaylorU

shayna @shaynadale
Hello. I am a senior at #tayloru
and I’ve lost my ID three times in
my last month of school here. It’s
okay not to be okay, okay?
Katie Lentz @
 Katiellentz
Boys there was a girl on my floor
that just got asked on a pick a
date by being serenaded thru her
window.. Y’all step up your game
#taylorU
Lexi Sinclair @
 LexieSinclair97
I dream of a world where I come
to the DC at the last minute and
there are still spoons so I can
eat my yogurt not with a fork.
#Tayloru
Katie @KatieDuran
The saddest thing about being a
front desk worker is when a boy
waits in the Olson lobby for over
a half hour & she never comes
down #tayloru
ely$e @
 elyse_____
And on the 8th day God said
“when you worship me in song,
make sure you use flashing lights,
& if they rotate too that’s a bonus”
#tayloru

@amanda_lynn34: Great game with the greatest of friends #TaylorU

@joybug93: It’s hard to pick one picture/memory to sum up an entire
year but #Sophomore year was full with masquerades, Garfield
hunts, great friends, and so much more, but mostly it was messy
(in the most wonderful ways) #tbt #tayloru #sophomorethrowback
#pickadate #senioryear #last30days #seniorreflection

Jesslyn Ridge @
 jess_ridge7
If anyone finds my motivation,
send it back to the watermelon
house pronto #itsgone #senioritis
#tayloru

A&E

“I wanted to give people an individualized
experience, instead of a statistic, so that
they can really step in the shoes of someone
who was trafficked.”
From stats to script
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The “Midsummer” cast prepares for their upcoming performance.

Once upon a dream

Taylor Theatre presents
classic Shakespeare comedy
Austin Yoder
Contributor

I’ve never been a huge fan of William
Shakespeare. After nodding off several times during a middle school field
trip to a local production of “Macbeth,” I declared Bill to be too boring
and pretentious for my young taste.
However, having seen Taylor Theatre’s funny and engaging take on “A
Midsummer Night’s Dream,” perhaps
it is time for me to give the bard another chance.
Written in the 1590s, “Midsummer”
tells a series of interconnected stories
leading up to the wedding of Theseus,
Duke of Athens, and Hippolyta, captured Queen of the Amazons.
One of these intersecting stories
follows “The Lovers”: Hermia, Lysander, Demetrius and Helena. These

four young Athenians are bound together by love: Hermia and Lysander
by their forbidden romance and Helena by her unrequited love for Demetrius, who is betrothed to Hermia.
Another storyline follows a troupe
of amateur actors struggling to perform an adaptation of the mythological tale of Pyramus and Thisbe.
The final plotline concerns Oberon,
king of the fairies, as he seeks to
humiliate Titania, the queen, by
enlisting the help of Puck, a mischievous sprite.
Directed by Tracy Manning, the
managing and artistic director of
Taylor Theatre, the production is a
uniquely powerful and immersive experience. Like a dream, it is at times
unsettling, hilarious and strange. But,
above all, it is never dull. The show
is a pleasant assault on the senses, with lights, fog, sound and color
working together to create a hypnotic atmosphere.

But it isn’t just the visuals that set
this rendition of “Midsummer” apart.
Some of the roles initially written for
men are played by women. Senior
Deborah Barnett portrays Petronella
Quince (originally Peter Quince), the
leader of the troupe, and senior Djamina Esperance plays Robin Starveling. Additionally, both Puck and the
fairies are designed and styled to
look genderless.
The same amount of attention that
went into these details also went into
the set—a multi-functional, fanciful
forest made up of actual aspen trees,
sheer curtains, a moon backdrop
and an enormous, ornate chandelier
that hangs over the audience. The
cast makes full use of the space, often wandering up and down the aisles.
Besides its technical and aesthetic
excellence, the show’s real triumph
is the cast. Featuring more than 30
actors, “Midsummer” was an ambitious undertaking. Thankfully, every

member of the cast excels in his or
her role, turning what could’ve been
a jumbled mess into a true theatrical gem. The actors expertly handle the wordiness and complexity
of Shakespeare’s dialogue, presenting the audience with a story that is
easy to understand both thematically
and audibly.
Ben Klein, sophomore Jenna VanWeelden, junior Andrew Davis and senior Morgan Turner are all effective
as the aforementioned “lovers.” VanWeelden’s passion and Turner’s sincerity contribute much of the play’s
emotional core, while Klein and Davis’ playfulness provide many comedic moments.
Junior Sean Sele is an absolute
riot as Bottom, an outspoken member of the acting troupe. Sele throws
himself into the role, nailing the
character’s over-the-top nature and
accounting for the lion’s share of the
show’s laughs.
Senior Carter Perry and junior Jessica Schulte give solid performances
as the king and queen of the fairies,
successfully tapping into the mystical
sides of their characters. The fairies
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themselves give perhaps the most
committed performances, helping to
create the play’s atmosphere through
their constant noises and movements.
I’d be remiss not to give a shout out
to the “lifters,” people dressed all in
black who lift the fairies to give them
the appearance of flight.
But it’s junior Alexis Colón who
steals the show. She is positively
mesmerizing as Puck, trickster and
faithful servant to Oberon. The physicality and humor she brings to the
role are nothing short of remarkable.
She sprints, slides, swings and somersaults her way through the performance, commanding attention every
time she graces the stage.
“A Midsummer Night’s Dream” is
an impressive entry in Taylor Theatre’s already astounding library of
theatrical achievements. A first-rate
technical team and talented cast do
justice to one of history’s most beloved plays, providing the audience
with a chance to completely immerse
themselves in the characters’ world.
This is one dream you might not want
to wake from.
echo@taylor.edu

Art for everyone

Art Department presents
the All Student Art Exhibit
Danielle Barnes
Staff Writer

good thing about it is that you can
submit more than one piece, which
gives you more chances to make it
into the exhibit.”
The exhibit will showcase photography, graphic design, illustration and
2D and 3D design.
During the exhibit, there will be a
public presentation of awards. These
awards include Best of Show, Mitchell Purchase Prize, Media Specific
Awards and the $1,000 Haines Purchase Prize, the highest honor. The
artwork selected for the purchase
prizes will be added to the Taylor
University permanent art collection
for display on campus.
Monetary prizes are provided by
the Mary O. Shilling Art Endowment,
the Betty Mitchell Art Endowment
and Lowell and Sherry Haines.
Students will present their work at
the All Student Art Exhibit tonight at
6 p.m. in the Metcalf Gallery. Admission is free and everyone is welcome
to attend.
echo@taylor.edu

Today, select students from all majors on campus fill the Metcalf Gallery with artwork from the past year.
This exhibit is a special event that
allows students to enter their artwork to be displayed publicly. Each
year, a different jury from the outside community comes in and selects which pieces of artwork to
showcase. This year, Anne Greeley,
assistant professor of art history at
Indiana Wesleyan, selected the art
Photograph provided by Andrew Davis
A small moment in Davis’s film “Maya: A Sex-Trafficking Story.”
pieces. Sophomore Ariel Dean bestory of an ordinary high school lieves that this process can be ingirl named Maya who is tricked into timidating and exciting all at once.
the sex-trafficking industry through
“It’s a great feeling knowing that
the offer of an office job with a cos- people are looking at your work, but
An inside look into Andrew
with the Living Tree program.
metics company. Sophomore Jenna it can also be an intimidating and
Research and scriptwriting for the VanWeelden, current resident of the nerve-wracking feeling, knowing
Davis’s film “Maya”
screenplay began in the fall, while Haak, plays the title character. The that there’s a chance it won’t make
Becca Eis
the filming and editing took place screenplay is driven by research and it into the exhibit,” Dean said. “The
this spring. After the screening, Davis Davis’s desire to portray someone
Contributor
and assistant professor of psychology who seems real.
For most Taylor students, Haakonsen Scott Moeschberger will host a Q&A
“Art is portrayal so film and theatre
Hall, affectionately referred to as the to open discussion about trafficking. can be used to portray instances of
Haak, is a nondescript brick buildDavis’s initial interest in the Haak orphans and vulnerable children that
ing that lies in the southeast corner was due to the Living Tree community. we otherwise couldn’t see,” Davis said.
of campus. Yet, for junior film major
“The smaller community (of the “I wanted to give people an individuAndrew Davis, this intentional com- Haak) was attractive to me and I also alized experience, instead of a statismunity, called the Living Tree, served was looking for ways to integrate my tic, so that they can really step in the
as the foundation for his short film passion for filmmaking with social shoes of someone who was trafficked.”
“Maya: A Sex-Trafficking Story.”
justice issues, so this project ended
Through the process, Davis and his
The students in the Living Tree Ex- up being a very nice conglomerate of team experienced challenges in dealperience Program live in the Haak to those two objectives,” Davis said.
ing with the heavy material, which
study and research orphans and vulAfter being accepted into the Liv- proved to be a learning and growing
nerable children alongside their indi- ing Tree Experience Program, Da- experience for all involved.
vidual majors.
“(This project) has further sovis spent two weeks of the summer
Davis, the only male Living Tree taking a class with Moeschberger, lidified my passion for telling uncommunity member, will present the causing Davis to realize the trauma told stories and portraying those as
film this Monday at 8 p.m. in the Corn- sex-trafficking victims face. This led objectively as possible, not to overwall Auditorium of the LaRita Boren to his topic choice a few months later. dramatize them but to give these exCampus Center. This film will function
The film, recommended for periences to people,” Davis said.
Photograph by Shannon Smagala
as Davis’ final project for his practicum mature audiences only, tells the
echo@taylor.edu
Assistant professor of art, Jamie Miles, pieces together the tonight’s show.

From stats to script

OPINIONS

Seeing Rey fight for herself and for Finn was
meaningful, because if Rey can fight for
herself, maybe I can, too.
A force to be reckoned with
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Dissatisfied

God is not to blame
for unfit bodies

Rebecca Schriner
Online Editor

I am not a small girl. My bone structure is from my father, once a lineman
for his college football team. I didn’t
have much of a chance to be petite.
But God made me this way, and I have
been told that I should be proud of my
body. . . . But I’m not.
It’s not because society has influenced me. It’s not because I can’t
wear tight clothes. It’s not even
about the numbers I see when I
step on a scale or about my doctor telling me that I should drop X
number of pounds to be “normal” or
“average.”
It is because when I look in the
mirror, I see that my shape does not
fit the build God made for me.
“God made me this way” is an excuse that Christians use too often
to defer comments about their bodies, and it’s not okay. It tries to quell
fears about weight gain and health
issues, but it is a lie.

God did make you. He created an
earthly body for you to care for, cherish and love. He designed you with
the proper bone structure and muscle density, but he did not give you
those extra pounds or force you not
to exercise.
In 1 Corinthians 6:19-20, Paul points
out that these bodies are not our
own—we have been given them as
a gift that costs more than we could
ever afford. Though this section of the
Bible focuses on sexual immorality, it
still points out that God is active and
alive in our bodies. We should honor
God with these beautiful gifts he has
given us, not fill them with trash and
make them sluggish.
According to a National Health
and Nutrition Examination Survey,
more than two out of three US adults
are considered overweight, with 74
percent of those being male. Additionally, one in three adults is considered obese.
If we embrace a worldly view that
laziness is appropriate, then we wad
up God’s gift and throw it back in
his face.
Plus-sized women support group
Abundia is calling this embrace what
it really is: fat acceptance. This group
was founded to give overweight and
obese women support in their current

sizes. They are not striving to change
what they have done to themselves or
encourage each other to be healthier. Essentially, they have given up and
said, “Yes, I am fat, but I am not the
only one.”
Is this an appropriate mindset to
have? If your body type or health
conditions don’t allow weight loss
or muscle tone, despite exercise and
proper diet, that’s one thing. But giving up entirely on the lifestyle we were
meant to live because it could be difficult is harming us.
Of course we need to be satisfied
with our bodies, but we also can’t
deny that many people wish they
could trim a couple sizes off their
thighs, butt or gut. I believe God
can do all things, but I don’t think
he would use his power to get rid of
our pounds for us. We need to work
toward our goals to keep our bodies healthy.
Our body builds are our frameworks. God is the construction worker, but you are the designer. Will you
continue to add junk into the frame
until it collapses, or is it time to
clean it up? Will you shape your gift
for God’s glory or let it be destroyed?
Will you be proud of how you filled
your frame, or will you be unsatisfied?
echo@taylor.edu
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No laughing matter
Some words should
never be a joke
Rebekah Hardwicke
Contributor

I like to joke that I have the spiritual gift of sarcasm, but I have learned
the hard way that words have consequences. There are certain things you
can joke about with some people that
you cannot with others. But there are
are other topics you should avoid altogether, because reducing them to jokes
is naive and offensive.
Many issues are downplayed to
jokes on campus. Especially at a college that advertises itself as “Christian,” students need to be sensitive
to the situations and people around
them. And this is not limited to students; I have heard professors joke
about these—specifically mental illnesses. As Christians, we should hold
ourselves to a higher standard, even
in the jokes we make.

Retarded
Chances are, anyone who is close to
a person who is mentally disabled will
never use the word lightly. The use of
this word seems to be decreasing as
more people become aware of its offensiveness—but many people don’t
seem to care. Just because it is a habit
to call someone or something retarded
does not make it okay. Not all habits
are good; some are called “bad habits”
for a reason.

Videographer
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Body acceptance is one thing, but complacency is another.
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Mental Illnesses
“Did you forget your medicine today?” is a joke thrown around now
and then, but the truth is many people have to take medication—and to
them it is no laughing matter. Quick
lesson: OCD is more than being organized like Monica from the TV show

“Friends,” and ADHD is more than losing focus easily. Many people, probably more than you would expect, have
struggled with these and other disorders their whole lives, and reducing
them to a joke can be hurtful. At the
very least, if they hear you making a
joke about mental illness, chances
are they will never open up to tell you
about their own disorder.

Sexual Orientation
Calling people who fit a certain stereotype gay or lesbian limits how you
view people who are LGBT—the variety in this group may surprise you.
Whether someone has a partner of the
same gender or has come out as being gay, we shouldn’t make jokes about
their sexuality. This is not to be “politically correct;” it is just showing others
the same courtesy we would want to
be treated with. (Sounds awfully like
the Golden Rule, doesn’t it?)
Rape
I have never understood how rape
could be made into a joke. People
who kid about rape must not fully understand what it is—if they did, how
could they possibly make light of it?
In all honesty, you probably know at
least one person who has been sexually abused or raped, even if you may not
know who that person is. But just because you are not aware of something
does not make it disappear (think of a
toddler covering their eyes, believing
you cannot see them), and we should
be especially sensitive to painful topics like this.
Even if jokes do not have a particular effect on the people telling them, it
is naive to think that they will not impact anyone. If we really are the school
we claim to be, “Christian” needs to be
more than just a word—vit needs to
show in the words we use as well.

A force to be reckoned with

Female leads in action
movies matter
Hannah Schaefer
Contributor

I expected a lot of things from “Star
Wars: The Force Awakens,” but I did
not expect to cry. So I was surprised
by the tears in my eyes when Rey
used the Force to pull the lightsaber from the snow, turned it on and
stood to face Kylo Ren.
I acknowledge that Star Wars
VII is far from perfect writing—
the movie borrowed so many plot
threads from the old movies that it
was practically fanfiction—but I was
underprepared for how meaningful it would be to witness a woman
who looks like me use a lightsaber
for the first time onscreen.
It wasn’t until after I saw Star
Wars that I learned how few people understand the value of female
leads in action movies. And not just
women who are onscreen regularly, but women who speak up and
exercise their autonomy and power. Polygraph, an organization that

explores popular culture through
data, found that out of the 2,000
screenplays they studied, an average of 88 percent of the dialogue is
said by men. Even in Mulan, where
the main character is a woman,
Mushu has 50 percent more lines,
and 75 percent of the dialogue in the
movie is said by men.
If all women were quieter than
men or weaker than men or less
driven than men, this would make
sense. But the women we see onscreen are not good representations
of the women we see in real life. Seeing Rey fight for herself and for Finn
was meaningful, because if Rey can
fight for herself, maybe I can, too.
I cried when I watched “Mad Max:
Fury Road,” because, for the first
time, I saw onscreen a woman who
embodied all the intensity and determination that I want to model
in my own life. Imperator Furiosa
and the women she rescues paint
the walls with their message: “We
are not things.” We will not remain
silent. We will not do as we are told.
This act of compassionate rebellion
echoed through my own heart as I

silently shouted with them, I am not
a thing. I will not stop speaking. I
will not be silent.
One day, I may raise a girl of my
own. I want her to see movies and
art where she is told she can be a
mother and a nurturer, but also
brave and opinionated. I don’t
want her to be “nice,” I want her
to be kind and resilient and confident enough to tell people “no.”
I want her to rescue and fight for
her children, but also for causes
she believes in.
Women are articulate, driven,
caring, compassionate, loyal and
brave, and our stories are incomplete when we water them down
to merely being a body on a screen
or a trophy to be won. Women are
strong in lots of ways, and I want
my daughter to be proud of so much
more than her appearance.
So to those who thought Rey was
unrealistic: there is nothing unrealistic about a woman standing up
for herself. In fact, I hope we only
continue to see more of it as we’re
given new stories and role models
to follow.

Photograph provided by Flickr user Philip Male

Rey’s strength empowers women.

Let your voice be heard!
Are you opinionated? Join the campus discussion by submitting your own letter-to-the-editor to
liz_syson@taylor.edu by Wednesday at 5 p.m. Please keep the word count to 500-700 words.
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“We have really good hitters on our team, and we’ll
work on things to help us move forward. It’s never
easy, and it’s not supposed to be easy.”
Trojans shredded by Cougars
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Baseball
Schedule

4/30 Bethel (DH) 1:00 P.M.
5/3 Huntington (DH) (A) 4:30 P.M.
_______________________________________

Men’s Golf
Schedule

5/2 Crossroads League Championship (N) 8:00 A.M.
5/3 Crossroads League Championship (N) 9:00 A.M.
_______________________________________

Men’s Track & Field
Schedule

4/29 Crossroads League Championships (A) 2:00 P.M.
_______________________________________

Softball
Schedule

4/29 Spring Arbor (DH) (A) 3:00 P.M.
4/30 Grace (DH) (A) 1:00 P.M.
5/4 Crossroads League Tournament (N) TBA
5/5 Crossroads League Tournament (N) TBA
_______________________________________

Women’s Track & Field
Photograph provided by TU Sports Information Department

Freshman Alec Dutkowski shot a 78 at the Huntington Invitational on Saturday.

Trojans chip away to claim

Huntington Invitational
“He is so steady.
He doesn’t get
too excited. He
just goes out and
plays. He’s got a
lot of confidence
right now. He was
really the spark.”

Men’s golf sparks
impressive comeback

Starting off the tournament, the
Trojans trailed their conference rival, Mount Vernon Nazarene, by nine
Connor Rowland
shots in the last round. Turner provided the energy to surmount a seemingly
Contributor
impossible comeback and kick-startThe No. 21 Taylor men’s golf team ed a red-hot team score of 295.
“Trey has been so good this spring,”
notched an improbable comeback
victory on the final day of the Hun- said head coach Cam Andry. “He is
tington Invitational on Saturday so steady. He doesn’t get too excitbehind the efforts of sophomore ed. He just goes out and plays. He’s
Trey Turner.
got a lot of confidence right now. He
Turner garnered his second career was really the spark.”
tournament title, marking seven birdThe ripple effect from Turner keyed
ies during his final trip around the several pivotal shots from sophomore
Taylor’s victory continued their
Trophy Club Golf Course. Turner card- Mitch Lamping (72) and freshman Jer- tournament success to two coned a two-round total of one-under par emy Ray (75) to secure the second-day secutive victories, stretching their
143 (73–70) to pace the Trojan squad. resurgence for the Taylor squad.
record-breaking season total to

five victories. Collectively, the
team shot seven-over par in a
two-round total of 597, defeating
Mount Vernon Nazarene decisively by eight shots.
After the victory, the Crossroads
League tabbed Turner as the Golfer
of the Week. This prestigious award
is Turner’s second of the season.
Furthermore, it marked the fourth
time this season the Crossroads
League has deemed a Trojan golfer worthy of the distinction.
“It’s a big honor,” Turner said.
“Working hard at practice every
day, putting the time in and being
able to balance school and golf,
especially towards the end of the

Schedule

4/29 Crossroads League Championships (A) 2:00 P.M.

The Echo Sports

semester, is all a part of getting
that award.”
The Trojans seek to continue
their hot streak as they cruise into
the conference tournament on a
high note. Taylor is back in action
on May 2-3 at Glendarin Hills Golf
Club in Angola, Indiana.
echo@taylor.edu

Trojans shredded by Cougars

Taylor’s streak breaks after
dropping doubleheader
Kayla Springer
Contributor

The Taylor baseball team saw their 11game winning streak come to an end
on Tuesday as they took on the University of Saint Francis on the Cougars’
home field. The Trojans never found
their way around the bases, leading
to final scores of 2–0 and 1–0 in the
Crossroads League doubleheader.
Junior Logan Rodgers commented
on the team dynamic after the disappointing sweep.
“It’s no surprise that everyone was
frustrated after the losses on Tuesday, but we are no strangers to adversity, and we know that we can fight
through it and get back to winning
games,” Rodgers said. “We are just
trying to look at it as a learning experience and a chance to make some
changes and turn things around.”
The Trojans only collected four
hits on the day, offering little assistance to sophomores Matt Patton
and Jamie Bristol along with Rodgers on the mound. Patton held the
Cougars to one earned run over six
innings in Game One, while Bristol
and Rodgers combined for seven
strikeouts to limit Saint Francis to
one run in Game Two.
Despite the Trojans’ struggles at
the plate, head coach Kyle Gould

does not want to make too big of a
deal of the losses.
“The nature of baseball isn’t to go on
a big win streak like we had. You never want to overreact ( from a bad hitting day),” Gould said. “It’s more about
playing from your identity and not for
it. We have really good hitters on our
team, and we’ll work on things to help
us move forward. It’s never easy, and
it’s not supposed to be easy. Baseball
is all about making adjustments, and
clearly we need to make a few.”
Rodgers echoed this mindset, recognizing the importance of concentrating on each individual game.
“Coach tells us before every game
that it is ‘Opening Day,’ because
nothing before that game matters at
all. We just need to take it one day at
a time,” Rodgers said.

“We know that we
can fight through
it and get back to
winning games.”
The Trojans, now 15–5 in the conference, still hold a three-game lead
over Bethel and a four-game lead over
Mount Vernon Nazarene in the conference standings. With six games
left in the regular season, Taylor will
look to get back into a rhythm against
Bethel tomorrow at home in a doubleheader beginning at 1 p.m.
echo@taylor.edu

Subscribe to The Echo
The Echo is a weekly newspaper with news, editorials, photographs,
and features. You can keep up with issues and events on campus
by ordering a subscription online at bit.ly/echo-subscribe

Photograph by Fayth Glock

Sophomore Jared Adkins stole a base against Saint Francis on Tuesday.

Athlete of the Week

Haley White
Year

Senior

Hometown

Upland, Indiana

Favorite quote

“Do the little things and you will accomplish
the big things.” –Jon Gordon

Funniest teammate

Taryn Seeland

Favorite pump up song

“In the Air Tonight” by Phil Collins

Photograph by Fayth Glock

